
• Large, dark reddish-brown, stinging ant native to 
South America. Recently established along the Gulf 
Coast.

• Workers: Large (about 1/4 inch long), shiny, dark 
reddish-brown, with elongate, snapping mandibles 
(A); a single, pointed node (B); and an obvious sting. 
Similar in appearance to the Florida trap-jaw ant 
(also in southern Mississippi) but larger, shinier, and 
aggressive. 

• Reproductives: Females are large (C), winged 
before mating, and also have a sting. Males are 
yellowish, wasp-like (D), winged, and lack a sting. 
Alates (winged reproductives) swarm from late June 
through early August.

• Form loose colonies in leaf litter, mulch, rotting 
wood, and tree cavities in both urban and natural 
settings. Kicking the soil and leaf litter at tree bases 
can cause them to quickly rush out of their nests.

• Can “jump” backward or upward by snapping 
mandibles together rapidly against a surface—up 
2–3 inches or back 5–8 inches—which is helpful 
for escaping predators. Their jaws are also used for 
attacking and cutting up competitors and prey. 

• Aggressive stingers when encountered. Sting 
is painful but not long-lasting. Homeowners in 
southern Mississippi have complained of biting 
and stinging from workers, and female alates/
reproductives also have the potential to bite and 
sting. 

• Since first being discovered in Mississippi about 
20 years ago, this ant has steadily spread and has 
been found in five southern counties (E). It is 
especially abundant in Jackson County, but PMPs 
could potentially find this species anywhere in the 
southern third of the state (E).

• Liquid pyrethroids (and reportedly dinotefuran) 
applied to and around nests and trailing areas are 
effective. Granular insecticides and ant bait granules 
are not typically as effective for this species.

PEST SNAPSHOT: Two-Spined Trap-Jaw Ant (Odontomachus haematodus) 
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Please submit samples collect-
ed outside of Jackson and 
Harrison Counties to the MSU 
Extension Insect ID Laboratory. 
Scan or click the QR code to 
go to the lab’s page. 

http://extension.msstate.edu/insects/insect-identification
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